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enter into this busingss, he could rely upon
getting the unanimous support of members
on the Opposition side of the House. I am
surprised at the time of the House being
taken up with such a Bill, seeing that it
confers privileges upon certain individuals
and is opposed to the interests of the State.

Hoa. P. Collier: The Bil! was introduced
in another place in the hope of getting it
through quickly.

Hon. M. F. TROY: That is so. I kboow
the people who engincered this business are
anxious to get it through.

Hon. P. Collier: Faney a private Bill
taking precedence over Government Bills on
a Government business day!

Hon. M. F. TROY: In Australia lately
more concessions have been given to com-
panies and more opportunities have been
provided for exploitation by individuals
than was ever done before. Prior fo
the war public opinion was tending
towards a recognition that the State should
undertake the work of a trustec company,
but in the turmoil of war and its aftermath
people have not got back to that frame of
mind. The fact to-day is that big business
is ruling the Commonwealth, and little by
little all demecratic legislation is being
wiped out, and democratic institutions are
being handicapped. This is merely in
accordance with the spirit of the times. Our
duty here is to see that we do not give
certain people an opportunity to further ex-
ploit avenues which properly should be
available to the Treasurer. We should see
that the people of Western Australia
benefit by work of this nature being under-
taken by the State. For these reasons T
oppose the second reading of the Bill,

On metion by Mr. Lambert, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.30 p.m.

Tegistative Council,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

[COUNCIL.]

URGENCY MOTION—STOCE DEPART-
MENT REGULATIONS.

The PRESIDENT: I have reccived notice
from Mr. Holmes that he wishes to move the
adjournment of the House on a mattor ot
urgency. The hon. member writes—

In speaking in the House at the Iast
sitting I made reference to the Stock De-
partment, and the Minister for Education,
in replying, stated that he had sinec spoken
to the Chief Ingpector of Stock and that
what I had stated was not correct. I have
since interviewed the Chief Inspector, who
informed me that he had told onegMinister
that I ought to have my head read. It is
under these circumstances that L wish to
bring the matter before the Ilouse and
make a personal explanation,

Under Standing Order 58, four members will
bave to indicate their support before MMr.
Holmes may proceed.

Four members having risen,

The PRESIDENT: The hou. member may
proceed.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh—Tast) [4.34]: Before the
hon, member speaks, may I be permitted to
say that the statement I made to the House
last night was that T had been informed by
the Chief Inspeector of Stock through the
Minigter for Agriculture, I did not say that
I had spoken to the Chief Inspector.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [435]:
Since handing in that notice, Sir, I have seen
the Leader of the House, who informed me
that it was not he who spoke to the Chief
Inspector of Stoek, but the Minister for Agri-
culture. The reason I desire to ventilate this
matter is that for some time past we have
been endeavouring to comvinece the CGovern-
ment that the country is heing run by the
heads of departments, and that inspectors
are harassing and annoying the public. Yes-
terday, when alluding to the Stoek Depart-
ment, I referred to what had been done on
the lower Murehison. It is ridieulous to issue
a regulation insisting on sheep being dipped
for tick in a loeality where tick has never
been known to exist. In reply to that the
Minister told the House that he had con-
sulted the Minister of Agriculture, who in
turn had spoken to the Chief Inspector of
Stock, and that the Chief Inspector had
stated that what T told the House was wrong;
the regulation applied to Geraldton, south to
Mingenew and only 30 miles from the cosst.
The MTinister on that occasion used more gen-
erons terms than he usually employs, and
added——for the first time in his life I think
—that I would not accnse anybody wrongly,
for which I thank him, This morning, in
order that the villain might still pursue the
facts, I called on the Chief Inspector of
Stock and asked to see the regulation referred
to. He asked me what I wanted it for. I
said I wanted to see the areas which had been
defined, and continued, “You told the Min-
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ister the area was Geraldton south to Min-
genew and 30 miles from the coast.’” He
said, ‘‘I told the Minister that you ought to
have your head read.’’ If that is what we
have come to in this country, if members of
Parliament in pursnit of business, not their
own hut that of their constituents, are to be
told to have their heads read, I do not think
more proof is required that it is the inspectors
and heads of departmnents who are running
this couniry. This regulation has becn re-
eeiving my atteniion for the past 12 monthe.
A year ugo I found myself at the head of a
list of proseeutions to be enforced at Min-
genew by the officer of police becanse none
of us appearing on the list had complied with
the dipping regulation. 1 told the oflicer,
‘“When you commence prosecuting, sue me
first and I will fight you.”’ I came down 1o
Perth and saw the Chief Inspoetor and told
him the same thing.
sprung this on us at a time of the year when
we cannot eomply with the request,’’

The Miniater for Education: Do you know
the date of the regulation?

Hoen., J. J. HOLMES: It was about this
time last year when the notice was sent out.
I told the Chief Inspector, **We cannot com-
ply with if this year, but if you will with-
hold the summons, I will comply with the
regulation next year.’’ That of eourse meant
the present year. In accordance with the
arrangement 1 have comphed with the regula-
tion—silly and absurd though it is. At com-
siderable expense I have connected up my
dam with galvanised piping, which I bought
in Perth, and prepared a dam te dip the sheep
in, The dam is almost empty and the water
is required for the sheep, but T am going to
dip the sheep as T promised to do. T have
adopted this attitnde so that it cannot be
said——as has often been said and ag Mr, Will-
mott remarked yesterday—that T have been
goilty of bringing my own affairs into this
House. I am not going to do that; I am
dealing with a matter affecting other people.
The area provided in the regulation takes in
the whole of the South-West division, extend-
ing from 350 miles north of Mullewa right
through the Murchison and south to the other
gide of Esperance; yet the Minister for Agri-
enlture through the Leader of this House,
has told us that the Chief Inspector of Stock
informed him the regulation was to be con-
fined to a little area around Geraldton and
within 30 miles of the ecoast. I have seen the
regulation: it covers the whole of the Bouth-
West division. Yet the Minister for Educa-
tion is put up by his colleague en the advice
of the Chief Inspector of Stock to tell the
House that what T stated was not in accord-
ance with fact. Dr. Saw stood up and spoke
in support of the inspectors. I do not think
he would be so ready to do it to-day. There
is only one other point I wish to make. This
mornine My, Weir shifted his ground and
stated that it was perhaps uot necessary to
dip in this area for tick, but it was necessary
to dip in order to imnrove the wool. Every-
one who knows anything sabout wool is

I said, “*You have’
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aware that everyone having a bale ef wool
to-day is trying to claim that it comes from
the Murchison, because the Murchison is pro-
ducing the light clean wool which buyers want
and which is bringing the highest average
price of perhaps any woo! in Australia.
Yet the Chief Inspector of Stock claims
that it is necessary to dip in order
to improve the condition of the wool. Mr.
Mills told me half an hour ago that Mr.
MeCallum, the Government wool expert—this
is where the ecxperts eome in—showed him
some wool this week that had been ruined
through dipping. The people who were forced
to dip presumably did not understand the
process and made the solution too strong, and
the result was that the wool eculd be easily
torn asunder.

Houn. .J. Cornell: I was under the impression
that dipping was done for iick alome.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T have been long
enongh in publie life to know that when [
stand here and make a statement I must be
prepared to prove it. T am here to elaim that
the statements T made yesterday are in ac-
rordance with faet.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [4.44]: Obviensly I
am not in a position to reply te Mr. Holmes’s
remarks and I would not think of attempting
to reply without submitting his statements
to the Mnister in charge of the department
and obtaining a reply from the Chief Inspee-
tor of Stock. T assurc the hon. member that
I shall sece that the matter is thoroughly in-
vestigated and that the facts are made known.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North—in reply)
[445]: Ir view of the assurance of the
Minister that this matter will be inquirad
intg, I ask leave to wthdraw the moton.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS.
Notices of Amendments.

Hen. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [4.47]):
I move—

That the report of the Standing Orders
Committee be adopted, and that the pro-
posed standing order be approved and
added to the Standing Ordera now in force.

The new Standing Order is the resnlt of a
meeting of the Standing Orders Committee
held yesterday. If it is adopted by this
House, it will have to go to the Governor
for apnroval before it can he added to our
Standing Orders. The new Standing Order
does not go as far as I myself would like it
to po, for I think members should have the
right to give notice of amendments at any
time. However, there are two sides to the
question, and many difficulties have to be met,
and we may at any rate try this Standing
Order for a start. It reads as follows:—
186a, Notices of amendments to a Bill
when in Committee will not he receivable at
the Table until the Bill has been read a
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second time. In special eases, however, with
the anthority of the Presidert, they may
be printed as an addendum to the Notice
Paper before the second reading debate is
concluded.

The PRESIDENT [4.49]: Before putting
the motion to the House I would like to point
out that the proposed Standing Order casts
a good deal of responsibility on the President,
and also that the rule of the British House
of Commons hitherto has been that no amend-
ments ean be tabled to any Bill until it has
passed its second reading.

Ilon. J. Duffell: There are nearly 700 mem-
bers in the House of Commons, and only 20
hore.

The PRESIDENT: I cannot hear what the
hon. member says, but I expect it is pretty
good. There arc obvious reagons against the
proposed Standing Order. The second read-
ing of a Bill is put forward in order that
the spirit of the Bill may be discussed, and
its principle either adopted or rejected.
Amendments put up in advance of the second
reading might to some extent influence hon.
members in regard to the principle of the Bill
before they have really gone into the subjeet.
In the ecirenmstances there are probably some
objections, and no doubt some of those ob-
jections have weighed with an experienced
body like the House of Commons, so that up
to the present that body, according to
‘‘May,’’ have not allowed any amendments
to he tabled before the second reading. How-
ever, T have no desire to stop anything that
will in any way facilitate the business of
the House; and if we can get ahead of the
House of Commons in this matter I shall have
much pleasure in doing what I can towards
at all events giving the proposed Standing
Order a trial. But in the circumstances hon.
members will see that the Standing Order
casts a heavy responsgibility on the President,
and T will ask them to nse their diseretion
and to hesitate to request the tabling hefore-
hand of amendments which are in any way
unreasonable.

Hon. J. J. EOLMES (North) [4.51]: The
responsilility is not one whieh I think should
be cast on you, Mr. President. After 10
years’ experience in this place and 10 years’
in another place, it scems to me that the ays-
tem in vogue works well. As for the necessity
for getting ahead of things, to which you,
8ir, mnde an allusion, there is plenty of op-
portunity to get abead of things in this House
-without amending the Standing Orders and
throwing additional responsibility on  your
shoulders. If T have the opportunity I shall
vote dgainst the adoption of the proposed
Standing Order.

Question put and passed.

BILL—DAIRY CATTLE
IMPROVEMENT.

Becond reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [4.52] in moving the

{COUNCIL.]

sceond reading said: This is a Bill which has
been asked for by the Royal Agricultural So-
ciety, and by other bodies interested in the
dairying industry, for some time past. Tt isa
companion Bill, really, to the one of which the
second reading was earried yesterday. That
Bill <eals with dairying as a manufacturing
industry. ‘This Bill deals with the cattle herd.
Whilst I am satisfied that there is great
necessity for this Bill, it seems surprising
that there should he that nceessity. Tt seems
surprising that people do not carry out, with.
out legislation, the things which this Bill is
intended to compel them to carey out. 1
understand that at present the average pro-
duction per cow in this State is approximately
110lbs. of butter fat per annum; and how
peeple can hope to ecarry on the dairying
industry profitably with a relurn of that
kind, passes my comprehension. The differ-
“ence between the average yield per cow and
what might easily be obtained, what is ob-
tained from a first class herd, is =0 extra-
ordinary that one is appalled to think 30
many people earry on the industry here in tha
way they do. I do not know how people ¢an
foed cows and milk them and look after them
for a return of 110 1bs. of butter fat per cow,
equal to, say, £10 per annum, The Depart-
ment of Agriculture take the view that by
the passing of this Bill it should be ren-
dered pessible in a comparatively short time
to increase the average yicld from 110 lbs.
to 240 lbs, per head. That looks like a very
g increase, but tha estimate is certainly
not optimistie when oune considers that higher
averages can be obtained by careful Lreeding.
Buch an increase would mean, at the present
value of butter fat—say 2s. per Ib.—in-
creasing the return per cow from £10 to
£24 per annum—a very subatantial increase.
The aim of the Bill is to sceure the use of
pure bred dairy bulls, The contention is that
the bull may be regarded as at least-one-half
of the herd.

Hon. A. Burvill: Or mora.

The MINISTER FOR XDUCATION :
The figures which have been compiled from
records in Australia and other parts of the
world do certainly indicate that the pure
bred bull is more than one half of the herd.
With the use of a pure bred bull the yield
per cow has been increased from 130lbs. to
5401bs. per annum in the course of four our
five years. There we have an increase which
to my mind would represent a very fair in-
come to the man carrying on the business;
and, of course, it costs no more to feed and
care for good cows than to Jdo¢ ihe same for
bad eows. The progeny of pure bulls have
shown an average inerease 1im  pro-
duction of 250 Ibs. of butter fat per
annum. Bearing in mind that owr aver-
age in Western Australia is only 110
1bs. of batter fat per cow per anpum, it
must be realised that an increase of, not an
increase to, 250 lbs. is really enormous, There
is a case on record of a smail herd of 12
cowsg which were producing £150 in value in
12 months, and through the iantroduetion of
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a pure bred bull the dercendants of the oriy-
inal 12 cows, namely, five cows and seven
heifers, in a few years produced an annual
return of £320, or more than double the
original amount. In that case, therefore, the
pure bred bull proved himself to be more
than half the herd. Tt is in view of theso
figures, which T believe represent a world
wide experience, that T am astoniched at the
necessity for legislation of this kind.

Hon. J. Cornell: This legislation is not
golug to de much, either.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIO~N: I
do mot kmow that. But these who have
studied the question, and are interested in it,
confidently believe that it will have consider-
able cffect. Some figures have been placed
in my hands in regard to the United States of
America. The 48 States of the Union are
divided into four batches of 12 States. The
first 12 States, having an average of 51 per
cent. pure sires, average 410 gnllons of mitk
per cow per annum., The next bateh, with 31
per cent. of pure sires, average 330 gallons
of milk per cow per annum. The next 12, with
an average of 19 per cent. of pure sires, aver-
age 260 gallons. The last 12, with an aver-
age of 12 per cent. of pure sires, average 200
- gallons. Those figures were compiled only
recently, and I believe them to be entirely
reliable. Under this Bill all that it is pro-
posed to do at the outset is to register
the bulls, and a nominal fee of 5a. is charged
for registration. The intention is that after
8 period of two years it shall be lawful to
prohibit the use of bulls that are not of a
sufficiently high standard.

Fion. J. Cornell: What about the strain?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is no question of strain so leng as it
is a pure bred bull. There may be prefer-
ence for one strain or another. The idea s
to get rid of the mongrel bull and to intre-
duce in its place pure bred bulls. The Bill
comes into Torce, if it i8 passed, on the 1st
Joanuary next, but for the first two years
all that is required is registration. The
Bill will apply only te these portions of the
State which from time to time are gazetted
a3 the result of an Order in Council. It is
not intended to apply it except in places
where it is considered necessary. Undoubt-
edly it would be applied in all districts where
there are butter factories. There is no in-
tention of appeinting any additional inspec-
tors under the Bill, The werk wiil be car-
ried cut by the same officcrs and at the same
time as they do their work in connection
with the Dairy Industry Bill. It is intended
under the Dairy Industry Bill that the in-
epectors shall follow the milk from the herd
right throngh to the factory. It is in their
advisory capacity in visiting the herds that
they will carry out their duties vnder this
particular Bill. Owners of bulls that are not
considered satisfactory will after two years
be obliged to substitute pure bred bulls for
them, If they do not do this it will be com-
petent to order that their bulls shall not ke
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vsed, In that event an appeal is provided for
in the following terms:—

After the expiration of two years from
the eommencement of this Act registration
may be refused if the bunll i3 below a
reasonable standard to be prascribed:
Provided that if on application to the De-
partment of Agriculture registration is re-
fused, the owner may, within the time and
in the manner prescribed, appeal from
such refusal to an appeal board consist-
ing of the dairy expert of the department,
and twe other members, being cattle
breeders, to be appointed by the Minister.

This seems to be a perfectly fair proposal.
It has been contended that if effect is given
to the clause at the end of two years there
will be an insufficient number of pure bred
and high class bulls for the purpose of our
dairy herds. That view is not taken by the
department. The officers say that at present
there are ogver 200 pure bred registered bulls
of differcnt breeds in the State, and that if
the Bill is passed it will have the effect of
largely increasing that number on the ex-
piration of two years. Provision is made
that ofences under the Act shall be reported
to the Minister, and that no proceedings for
such offences shall be taken without the ¢omn-
sent in writing of the Minister. The Bill is
a simple one and is for the purpose that I
have stated. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon, J, CORNELL (South) [55]: T am
hardly qualified, as a goldfields representa-
tive, to speak to the question, but after read-
ing through the Bill I have come to the con-
ciusion that it will not effect much good.
The Minister has drawn a romantic picture
of what should happen in the dairying indus-
try if this Bill is passed. No intelligent dairy
farmer would endeavour to earry on the in-
dustry with inferior stock.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You are wrong; they
do it.

Hon. J, CORNELL: Dairy farmers do it
if they lack intelligence, and they should be
educated away from the svieidal policy that
some of them are now adopting. Many dairy
men are so handieapped financinlly that they
cannot start out wpon the class of stock that
they would like to have. If the Agrieultural
Department would branch out on eommon-
sense and systematie lines, causing dairy farm-
ers to keep only pure bred bulls, they would
he the means of bringing about a great return
to the State. These bulls shonld be of the
best milking strain. They ghould be so dis-
tributed about the country by the Agricul-
tural Department bearing in mind elimatie
considerations as well as the particular country
on which the stock must run. The industry
cannot be built up to substantial proportions
without the best of stock, and particolarly
of milking stock., There are two strains of
hulls, the heef strain and the milking strain,
I do not think the Agricultural Department
has given that consideration to the industry
which is warranted, and must be given if it
is to be successful in competition with the
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other States. Weo must procced aloug prac-
tical lines of this nature. In the pastoral in-
dustry it was recognised at an early stage
that the hest sheep or cattle alone sheuld be
bred. The pivnecrs in that industry started
off with sheep of the best strain. In the
case of the dairy tarmer he has not been
able to go in for the best strains. I take
my hat off to Mr. Wm, Padbury, who has
conferred incaleulable benefit upon the dairy-
ing industry of Western Australia. If the
Govermnent would give some assistance o
the Agricultural Department by enabling it
to follow ocut the hest methods, there would
be no necessity for this Bill. The ohjects
that we most desire in connection with the
dairying industry will not be attained by the
mere registration of hulls, The man who de-
sires to be permanently cngaged in this in-
dustry must keep stock that will give him
the best returns,

Hon, J, J. HOLMES (North) [5.10]: I
support the sccond reading of the Bill. It
is a step in the right direction, It should, how-
ever, not be made to apply to the whole Stage.
The arca that will be affected from time to
time will be defined by the Governor in Coun-
c¢il presumably on the advice of the Steck
Dejartment. We cannot altogether refer to
what has been done in other countries. West-
ern Australia covers a tremendous area, and
has every variety of climate. T entirely agree
as to the necessity for bulls of a proper milk-
ing strain heing pot into our dairy herds. Tt
would be g calamity, hgwever, to have a milking
strain imported into our beef herds. This
might happen if things are left to regulation,
aud matters are allowed to pass out of our
control. There are many people in the coun-
try, dabbling in dairying, who are quite pre-
pared to go along in the same old way, but
if the industry is to prosper those people
must be forced to comply with the new condi-
tions. Many people overlook the faet that a
mongrel bull or cow takes aa much looking
after, ecats as much feed, and is as much
trouble ns a thoroughbred animal,

Hon. A. Burvill: Much more so.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: XKimberley ecattle
have been roaming in the East Kimberleys
for the last 25 or 30 years, brecding and in-
breeding, and to-day we can see the results of
the bully that the Durack Bros. brought out
from Ireland 25 years ago. We can imagine
what the results would have been if a
better class of cows and bulls had been
brought together. The old strain, how-
ever, i3 still visible in the cattle.
If we could apply the Bill te the dairy in-
dustry in the South-West and some other
meagsure to the beef industry in the North,
we would get more satisfactory results, The
Bill deals with the whole State, whereas
dairying is conducted mostly in the South-
West.  According to Mr. Miles, in the
fulure it will be undertaken in the Kim-
berleys as well. In those days we will have
dairying extending from Esperance in the
South to Kimberley in the North. It will
then become a question as to which is the
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mote profitable, dairy cattle or beef cattle.
If we go in for all dairy cattlc and no beef
eattle, what will we do for meat? There is
another clause in the Bill which ecreates
some doubt in my mind. I refer to Clause
14, which says—

No matter or thing done by any in-
spector in good fzith for the purpose of
executing this Act shall subject such
inspector or the Crown to any liability in
respect  thereof. No aection shall be
brought against any inspector for or on
account of any matter or thing dome or
committed by him in the execution, or in-
tended execution, of his duty or office
under this Aet, unless such action is com-
menced within six months after the cause
of action arises.

Hon, J, Cornell: That is an old friend re-
turned to ua.

Hon, J, J. HOLMES: Yes, and it confirms
what some of us believe, namely, that legis-
lation is passing ont of the hands of Parlia-
ment, Nestles, a much-abused company,
tonk aetion for the improvemeni of some of
their herds in Australia and they introduced
the shorthorn milking strain cn their station
in Queensland. The shorthorn cattle that we
know are beef cattle and give very little
milk. In the East Kimberleys we have been
developing the beef so much that our man-
agers say the cows give practically no milk.
The development is all going to beef and
there is no milk for the calves, with the
resnlt that each year there is a tremendous
mortality among the young calvea. Nestles tried
to overcome that difficulty in Queensland
and, though T may be referred to as =
pessimist and other things on some ocea-
sions, T would like to inform the House that
the company with which I am associated
went to considerable expense two or three
years age to import into the Kimberleys
bulls of the shorthorn milking strain
in order to get Dack into the beef
cows sufficient milk to ecarry the calves
on until they could look after them-
selves. If pcople are prepared to im-
prove matters and do what is right in
connection with the industry, we should not
require this Bill to be enforeed throughout
the whole State. We know what happened
in connection with the Vermin Aet. Origin-
ally there was an Act applying to the large
areas in the North. It was entirely suitable
for those areas buot later on a Mipister for
Agriculture brought forward a Bill to amend
the Act and provide that every river, creek,
pool, trough and tank should be fenced off
from rabbits. Such a provision was quite
all right for 1,000-acre paddocks where a
man could open the gate, water his team of
plough horses and close the gate, and so om.
I tried to picture, however, the 40 windmills
erected on a station, each providing water
for filling troughs and tanks, I pictured a
man stationed at each tank for 24
hours at a stretch, day inm and day out,
waiting for the sheep to come for a
drink, and I showed that, in all prob-
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ability, when he opened the gates there
would be a wild race between the rabbits
and the sheep to see which could get in first.
The absurdity of the whole thing was made
apparent and the result was that we
amended the Bill to make it apply to certain
areas of tbe State, leaving the original Act
intact as it applied to the North. It may
be that we may evolve something from the
Bill which will meet both cases. I have
spoken at an early stage so that the Min-
ister may sece that there is need to conserve
the interests of the dairying industry and
also of the beef and eattle industry in the
far North, With these few remarks I sup-
port the second reading of the Bill,

Hon, A, BURVILL (South-East) [5.20]:
The Bill is one of great importance to the
dairying industry and it is badly wanted.
Mr. Coruell paid that he considered the
Minigter war romancing when he quoted
figures regarding the industry, but I ean
assure him they wcre quite correct.

Hon. J. Cornell: T said it sounded like a
Tomanec.

Hon, A. BURVILL: There are two great
needs of the dairying industry—feed and
breed. We cannot legislate to make 2 man
keep only suflicient cows for the feed he has
got, but we can legislate to foree him to
improve the breed of his catile. Tt is easily
done through the hull, We do not require
to legislate for the cows., If we have a good
milking strain in the bull, the dairy herd
must improve. No matter how inferior the
herd may be, the cows are bound to breed
upwards, The milking strain of ecattle is
bound te improve as time goes on, with a
judicions alteration of the bull. Tf a dairy-
man wishes fo avoid in-breeding in the
herdg, he wants to get rid of his ball from
time to time, either by selling it or ex-
changing it with a neighbour. We need to
improve our dairy herds and a good type
of buil is required to achieve that improve.
ment. Mr. Cornell s8aid he thought the
farmers should have sofficient sense to do
that for themselves. Tf he had lived in a
dairying district, especially in Western Aus-
tralia, although the same thing applies in
the Eastern States, he wounld find that they
do not always do it.

Hon, J. Cornell: T have always found that
a farmer~is all right if you stroke him
properly.

Hon. A. BURVILL: A ease came under
my notice recently where a shorthorn bull
came from the Albany distriet and took
first prize at the Royal Show. Tbe charge
for the serviee of that animal was only
10s. 6d. and I know for a fact that a man
who had cows, although he lived practically
next door, would not go to that stock-
owner but went to another man where
he could get service from a cheap bull at 5s.
If that man could have got a mongrel bull
for nothing, he would have gonc there. That
is the position with many of our dairymen.
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Hon, F. A, Baglin: Then those men are
bad farmers.

Hon. A. BURVILL: There are farmers in
my district who, although they can purchase
a good bull at a reasonable price, will per-
pist in attempting to keep their own bull,
thereby avoiding the trouble of taking their
cows to a good bull, Tt is time this practice
of utilising the services of mongrel bulls was
pul & stop td in the interests of the State and
of the dairymen themselves, Thess inferior
bulls are running about the country a2ad
breaking through fences, with the result that
people have to put up with trouble in c¢on-
hection with their cows and they are getting
stock which they do not want.

Hon. J. Cornell: Every farmer who has a
couple of cows wants a hull, and that should
be prohibited.

Hon, A, BURVILL: T do not think Mr.
Cornell i3 right in that statement. As long
as good bulls are kept in the district, it should
be all right. Tn the district I know, there
are very few balls and a fair charge is made.
1f we pass legislation like that under review
people will be foreed to keep a good type of
bull and it is only right that they should be
made to do s0. Mr. Cornell referred to the
State helping the dairy farmers in this diree-
tion. I was in the Gippsland distriet in the
early days and I do uot know that the State
did very mmeh towards helping the settlera
there, [ wish to give the Agricultural De-
partment of Western Australia credit for
what they have done in the Albany distriet.
A State farm is established there and they
raise bulls at a reasonable price, They charge
£5 for am animal that is threc months old.
Anyone who cannot afford to pay that price
has no right to continue in the dairying in-
dustry. [ do not helieve in the State going
to all this trouble mercly to give their stock
away.

Hon, ', A, Baglin: But is that not State
enterprised

Hon, A, BURVILL: We nced not touch on
the State cnterprise aspect. If the State con-
tinues along the present lines, we shall be able
to produce steéck at a reasonable price. A
fair number of bulls from the Stiate farm
have been s0ld in the Albany district. I
know a man who bought a Jersey bull and
used it for a number of years, He then
wighed fo cxchange it. If the present Bill
had been in foree he would have been able
to scll it at a reasomable price. As it was,
the price he was offered was not more than
it would bring as fat cattle The whole
trouble was that many people had the idea
that any sort of bul! would do. The result
of all this was that that particular bull was
gent to the butcher and that was the end of
a very good animal, which bhad a lot of good
service in him at that time, Notwithstanding
what Mr. Cornell says, there are a [ot of
people in the dairying industry who do not
look after their own interests.

Hon. J. Cornell: Is it not a fact that pov-
orty is keeping the dnirying industry back?
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Hon. A. BURVILL: 1 do not agree that
it is altogether poverty, 1f we bhad good bulls
they could be kept at a reasonable figure to
meet the requirements of those connected with
the industry. It costs just as much to look
after and jeed a poor cow that gives half a
gillon of milly, or a mongre! bull, as it does
to logk after a good cow that gives two gal-
lons of milk, or a good bull,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Can every dairyman
afford to keep 2 bull that is up to standard?

Tlen. A, BURVILL: Decidedly, and it is
not necessary for every dairyman to keep
such a bull, provided there are some in the
district, The trouble is that people who ean-
not really afford to keep a bull persist in
going in for the mongrel type. If good bulls
were procured and fair charges were made,
it would he quite all right. As to the regula-
tions I woulil like the Leader of the House to
ive us some idea as to what areas are to be
stipulated when the law is being euforced. I
would like to have further information re-
garding Clauses 2 and 6. It seems to me
that hardship may be worked in conneetion
with the registraiion of bulls.

The PRESIDENT: 'FPhe hon, member will
be able to go into those matters when in Com-
mittec, )

Hon. A, BURVILL: I would like the Min-
ister to pgive us some explanation regarding
Clause 11 which deals with bulls which are
fondemned. It seems to me to be rather
vague. Clavse 3 does not seem to he alto-
gether right. A man has to appeal if a bull
ba eondemned, and he has to pay in £3. If
he is o poor man he is likely to have a good
deal of expense, even though he win his ap-
peal, before he gets bis money baek. On that
point T will move an amendment in Com-
mitiee. 1 have pleasure in supporting the
sccond reading.

Hon, V..HAMERSLEY (East) [5.31): This
is a very important measure, and I am glad
it has been brought down, There are in coun-
try districts large numbera of ill bred bulls;
indecd, they are to be seen even on exhibition
at agricultural shows. The progeny of those
bulls are everswhere to be found. The heifer
born of an i1} bred bull will go on breeding
for a number of years. It is a great pity
that the mongrel bull is allowed to exist. Fre-
quently, the local people know that the bulls
in the district are ill bred, but out of sheer
good nature towards the owners, put up with
the animals. As a rule, those bulls will
be found rupning on the roads. They get
into good herds and spoil zood animals. It
hag been said that, as a rule, the dairyman
knows his businers and uses a good bull. But
that is the source of mnch of cur trouble. The
dairyman desires nothing beyond milk. Prob-
ably he has a fine herd of selected cows, but
he is not worryving about their progeny. All
that he requires is any cheap bull, hia sole
care being to bring the cows again into milk.

Hon. J. W. Kirwvan: What would a high
stzndard bull eost?

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. V, HAMERSLEY: There are plenty
of them available at £10. I know men who
have imported high class stud-book animals
from the Eastern States, but do not attempt
to keep the progeny for sale, the reason be-
ing that they cannot get so mueh as £5 for a
young bull, so many people prc content to
uge the inferior animal merely beeause of
the cheaper service. It is eonvenient, but the
result is that many growers of high clags ani-
mals will not trouble to save the young bulls,
because of the more costly fencing required
to confine them from the general herd. More-
over, as [ say, it is guite unusnal to get any-
thing like a reasonable price for a good bull,
I know of a berd of 70 selected milking cows
with a good imported bull; yet the young
bulls from that herd are never saved, beeause
as I say, it is not worth while. The mongrel
animal s sufficicnt for the average dairy-
man, who cares only to get his cow into
milk pgain. That applies to a large number
of dairies. The cow ealves, and the dairy-
man does not eare what becomes of the calf,
80 long as the cow comes into milk again. The
female ealves grow up and carry on the breed-
ing of future herds, although the sire was

nothing more than a mongrel. I welcome the
Bill.

Hon. AL

LOVEKIN  (Metropolitan)
[5.36]:

I know little or nothing about the
Bill. My ignorance on the subject has
been more fully brooght home to me
by the speeeh of the Minister. I have
always been of opinion that it was the
eow that gave the milk. However, from
what the Minister gaid, it appears it is the
bull which provides the milk. There may
be some explanation, but I have not heard it.
Perhaps Dr. Saw can supply it. Also, from
what Mr. Holmes gays, it has been made
clear that it is the bull which provides the
beef,

Hon. J. J. Holmes:-
tion.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: There may be more
in it than I thought. 1 have read that thers
might well be improvement in the bulls in
the North; because the objection in London
to Australian meat is that the quarters are
short, as against Argentine hecf, which has
long quarters and can be more profitably eut
up. However, this is a snbject upon which T
cannot speak degmatieally. There must be
more in the Bill than I quite appreciate. Still,
I express my gratification that ilie fees to he
charged are preseribed in the Bill. I hope
the Goveroment will adept this plam in
future. I wish to see no more Bills which do
not preseribe in a achedule the fees, if any,
to be charged. Tn future I shall object
strongly to power being given to any de-
partment to preseribe fees. If the people
are to pay fees or taxes, it is for Parliament
to determine those fees apd taxes.

For the next genera-

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sccond time,
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BILL—LICEXSING ACT AMENDMENT.
Becond Reading.
Decbate resumed from the previons day.

Hon. G. POTTER (West) [5.40]: Bear-
ing in mind yowur recent remarks regarding
the use and purpose of a second reading de-
bate, and alse the leeid explanation by the
Minister, it is really quite wnnecessary to
occupy the time of the Ilouse in a detailed
diseussion of the clauses gperiatim. But on
reading the provisions of this Bill one must
be forced to the eonclusion that the Bill i3 a
step in the right direction. Looking back to
the original measore, onc is convinced that
it was a reflex of muach evidence taken and
carefully weighed by the Royal Commis-
sioners appointed for that purpose. In their
task they have shown mueh acumen, much
foresight, much knowledge of prevailing con-
ditions, and of the conditions that are likely
to prevail in the near future. T should like
to foreshadow what might be done at the
Committee stage in respect of several of the
clauses. Naturally, it is the intention of the
Legislature to sce that enactments do not
fali too heavily upon any particular seetion
or body, so that the proposed reform may
not become oppressive. Paragraph (b) of
Clause 21 provides for running water and
fixed washhand basins in bedrooms. I do not
know that that is really a requirement of
those staying in hotels. It calls for the
exercise of very little imagination to under-
stand that in some hotels it would be very
distasteful to use such a econvenience. I do
not wish to cast reflections wpon even im-
aginary persons, but from what we have all
seen, some people are very careless in the
use of certain utilities, and if this provision
be aliowed to remain in the Bill it is prob-
ahle that we shall be defeating what was
originally intended by the framer of that
provigion and, instead of having something
at once hygienic and uscful, we shall have
something which will he 5 menace to ths
health of the community. In Clanse 9, as-
sessments of fees on returns of liquor pur-
chased, there is, I think, the danger that
therc might be a duplication of fees. How-
ever, I have no doubt we shall have an as-
snrance from the Minister on that point.
Regarding the provigsions for the reduetion
of licenses, having conjointly the provision
of a three-fifths majority, Mr. Seddon in-
trodueed some extrancous matter. I am
ready to believe that Mr. Seddon was rcally
gincere in what he said, but T do not see that
it is necessary to go back to the time and
period of the slave trade and the corn laws.
Does the hon. mentber really wish us to be-
lieve that we have not yet shaken off the
shackles of 14367 Does he think we have
not henefited by all the experience of men
like Wilberforce? Does he think that we are
living in the atmosphere of 1789, or does he
think that he is living in it? Surely not.
Can we compare the environment and circum-
stances that dominated those reforms with
the cireumstances existing to-day? Is it not
snfficient to say that we should benefit by
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the experience of the past and refuse to sub-
scribe to a three-fifths majority not only for
the particular purpose set out in the Bill, but
for all social reforms?

Hon. H. Seddon:
dangerous precedent.

Hon. G. POTTER: I do not think so.
Let us have the courage of our convictions,
and it surely should appeal to anyonec that
any social reform, any change that is going
to disturb the liberty of the subject, which
is sometimes spoken of so enthusiastically,
in fact anything that is going to disturb the
even tenor of our way through life, must be
enacted by something more than a bare
majority. Take the position of a Govern-
ment. Surely a Government must be asaured
that before they can compel the public to
subseribe to a reform, there must be a suffi-
ciently strong expression of the will of the
people behind them to cnsure ita being car-
ried out. It has been said that af the {imo
of a general election, when Parliament is
elected, a bare majority is necessary. There
is a limit to the duration of Parliament, and
then the people are again given the oppor-
tunity to express their will, and again it is
reflected in the Parliament they elect. But
would hon, members wish a great social re-
form te be subjected to the slightest boil
over of public opinion?

Hon. E. H. Harris:
decided for cver?

Hon, G, POTTER: Tt is better to have
this issne decided by a substantial majority,
and them again,.if public opinion is once
more strongly expressed, it will be ecom-
petent for that public opinion to make its
voice heard in the democratic institution—
the legislatore. Much opposition has heen
shown by those who do not favour a three-
fifths majority, to the taking of the poll at
the time of a general election. Usually the
plea advaneed is that this is desired on the
gseore of economy. That is a short-sighted
pelicy becavge in my opinion such 2 pro-
cedure would destroy any attempt to ecomo-
mise, inasmoeh as a great question like pro-
hibition or any other question dealing with
secial reform wounld ohscure the real issue
at n general eleetion. A general election is
held to aseertain the will of the people, not
on one particolar point but in respect of the
future of the ¢ountry, something that can be
handled from day te day. If a social re-
form were mixed up with a general Parlia-
mentary election, then the real objeet of
that election would unndoubtedly be defented.

Hon. E, H. Harris: Do yon suggest it
wonld be bad for the candidate?

Hon, G. POTTER: No, but to suggest
such a thing would be bad for the intelli-
gence of the person who proposed it.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You would know
which side of the femce the candidate was

You are introducing a

Will this issue be

on,

Hon. G. POTTER: But there is nothing
in sheep proof netting to prevent people
from erawling underneath. Bearing in mind
that to approve of the second reading of the
Bill is really to subseribe to the general prin-
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ciples of it, I do not propose to nceupy the
-time of the IHouse any further. I support
the sceond reading.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, debate
adjonrzed.

BILL—LIGHT AND AIR ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Returned from the Assembly
amendment.

with an

House adjourned at 5.55 pom.

Tegislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 2nd November, 1928,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.
and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, GERALDTON
ARRANGEMENTS.

Mr. MARSHATLL (for Mr. Willeock) asked
-the Minister for Railways: 1, What was the
cost of the removal of the interlo~king gear
and installation of the new signalling ap-
‘paratus at Geraldton? 2, What is the esti-
mated saving per annum under the new sys-
tem? 3, Is it considered that traffic can be
‘handled without serious delays under the new
system during the wheat season?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(for the Minister for Railways) replied: 1,
Approximately £380. 2, £342 43, 1d. 3, Yes.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE,
LOANS,

Hon. P, COLLIER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture: On the Jth
October a resolution was carried at the in-
stapce of the member for Mount Mapgnet
(Hon. M. F. Troy), that a retarn be laid on
the Tabls of the House showing the amount
advanced by the Governmeat to various in-
gtitutions and organisations in the State, As

.tained therein are correct or

[ASSEMBLY.]

the information which is to be contained in
that return is desired for the purpose of
assisting in the discussion of the Estimates
of some of the Government departments,
will the Minister see that it is presented to
the House not later than Tuesday next?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE re-
plied: While I will not make any specific
promise in the direction indicated, I will
give the hon. member my assurance that I
will endeavour to see that it is dome.

Hon. P. Collier: It is four weeks since the
motion was carried.

SELECT COMMITTEE—CARL
LESCHEN CASE.

Egtension of Time.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [435]: I
move—

That the time for bringing up the report
of the sclect committee appointed to deal
with the Leschen case be extended until
the Tth November.

Breach of Privilege.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.36]: A
paragraph appeared in the ‘‘West Austira-
lian’’ this meorning with regard to the
work of this committee. I wonld like
to. know whether the statements con-
not. In
the first place, it appears that there has
been a declaration—I do not know by
whom—as to the evidence that has been given
before the select committee. The paragraph
states that an important witness on the pre-
vious day had given such evidence as had
cxonerated Mr. Leschen. If that be so it
appears that there should be no necessity to
grant the committee any further extension
of time. It is really a breach of privilege
that any such siatement should be nade. Tt
aprears to me that the only persons who can
exonerate or condemin Mr. Leschen will be
the members of the select committee in their
report to this House. To make a pronounce-
ment on the evidenec of one witness seems
to me an unnsual, not to say an extraordin-
ary, attitude to adopt, and on that basis
to find that Mr, Lesehen has been exonerated,
T should like to know from the chairman of
the committee, whoever he may be, something
in regard to this matter,

The Minister for Works: This ia really a
breach of privilege.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not in possession
officially of any knowledze as to who is chair-
man of the select committiee. I presume that,
following the ordinary custom, the mover of
the recolution appointing the select committee,
Mr., Simons, would have Lieen the chairman.
Since I received the resigmation of Mr. Simons
yesterday, T de not Jmow what has transpired.
I do know that after the resignation was re-
ceived, a resolution was inoved appointing
the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe {(Mr.
Lutey) to the vacancy on the select commit-



